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Relevance

The relevance of this study is explained by modern changes in world politics
and economics. Global processes such as globalization, integration and
changes in the structure of the world economy make regional cooperation
more important than ever. National borders are becoming less important, and
Central Asian countries face an increasing need to cooperate to ensure the
well-being of their citizens. Within the region, regional issues arise related to
uneven development, resource distribution and environmental challenges.
Solving these issues requires joint efforts and coordination. Moreover,
regional cooperation can contribute to strengthening stability and resilience in
the region, which has important implications for global security.

Purpose

The goal of the project is to develop mechanism for deepening CA economic
integration for positioning region as major player in the world market, to
assess Kazakhstan competitive position, to determine goals of the country's
sustainable development to achieve the leading role in the region within the
modern global trends study biosurfactant-producing microorganisms and their
applicability for enhanced oil recovery.

Obijectives

The objectives of the program are aimed at revealing the following problems
stated in the project:

- comparative analysis of the global competitiveness of the economies of the
Central Asian countries; obtaining an idea of the place of states in the
competition for world markets, identifying the ability of countries and its
institutions to ensure sustainable growth rates;

- analysis of the state, trends, internal contradictions and external factors in the
development of the economies of states; identifying the strengths and
weaknesses of the economies, identifying common ground for cooperation
between countries;

- study of the integration potential of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan within the
framework of the EAEU, the possibility of joining this union of Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan;

- studying the institutional aspects of deepening cooperation between the
Central Asian countries in the field of capital markets, labor markets, goods
and services. Study of countries' development institutions: assessment of the
degree of state and market regulation of economies, ease of doing business,
use of absolute and comparative advantages.

- study of the state of cross-border trade and logistics; assessment of the
possibility of optimizing trade and transport routes and building the concept
of a logistics hub within the framework of the Great Silk Road.

- analysis of the industrial potential of countries, identification of industries
that are most suitable for creating innovative integrated structures within the
Central Asian region in the form of complete redistribution in order to increase
gross value added;

- research of the conjuncture of the market of agricultural products of the
countries; conducting marketing research of the agricultural market; selection
of the range of agricultural products, options for processing them into a
finished product in order to create a production chain within the framework of
cooperation between entrepreneurs from the Central Asian countries;

- analysis of the financial system of countries; substantiation of effective
interaction of states in the field of finance; search for ways of regional




cooperation on the basis of the Astana International Financial Center (AIFC)
to attract investment in each country and the Central Asian region as a
whole; studying the prospects for integrating individual sectors of the
region's financial market into the global capital market.

- review of water and energy problems of the Central Asian region; studying
the opinions of specialists on ways to solve the water problems of the region
from the point of view of global climate change and land desertification;
accumulation of existing points of view on the problem and an attempt to
determine the contour of the Water-Energy Consortium. Development of
mechanisms for improving cooperation in the field of transboundary water
resources and the environment;

- analysis of social indicators of countries' development (standard of living,
incomes, social assistance, state participation in solving social problems,
etc.); issuing recommendations on leveling the level of socio-economic
development of the population of the Central Asian states, determining areas
of assistance through the organization of consultations and exchange of
experience between countries;

- international legal regulation of the spheres of economic interaction
between the Central Asian countries. Studying the international experience
of economic integration of the countries of the European Union, Asia-
Pacific, NAFTA; identifying factors that determine the success of economic
integration; drawing up a report on the experience of integration of the
avant-garde countries and the possibility of using it;

- formulation of the most important parameters characterizing the leadership
of Kazakhstan in the region, determining the parameters of sustainable
development, achieving competitive advantages by the country through the
diffusion of innovations, the transition of the main sectors of the economy to
a new technological order;

- definition of the Vision, Strategy and Mechanism of economic interaction
between the Central Asian countries; substantiation of the need for regional
unity of states in order to obtain competitive advantages in the world market
and increase the investment attractiveness of the integrated economic space;
- development of mechanisms that contribute to strengthening interaction in
the region, recommendations for increasing the resilience of economies to
regional vulnerabilities, formulating proposals for strengthening the financial
markets of countries for the entry of national capital into the global market as
a representative of a single major financial player in the region;

- development of recommendations on the economic integration of the Central
Asian countries, the entry of new countries into the EAEU (Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan);

- analysis and forecast of prospects for deepening economic cooperation
between the Central Asian countries and the Russian Federation, development
of proposals for establishing cooperation at a higher level.

- analysis of the current state of cooperation between the Central Asian
countries and the PRC, forecasting the prospects for expanding economic ties
within the framework of the Great Silk Road;

- establishing closer ties with the CIS countries Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey,
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, drawing up proposals for the creation of free trade
zones with these countries;

- development of organizational and legal forms of economic interaction
between the Central Asian countries, drawing up a possible scenario for the
development of cooperation between states in the medium term.




Expected and
achieved
results

A justification will be made for the feasibility of regional cooperation between
CA countries to gain competitive advantages and increase investment
attractiveness. The program is expected to achieve the following results:

- the study of the stated issues will allow developing a methodology for
assessing existing recommendations for expanding and deepening cooperation
and prospects for integration of the Central Asian countries

- global trends of modernity in the field of world politics, economics and
technology will be identified in order to determine the modern features of
regionalization in the world economy and the interaction of countries in
the same region;

- Based on the study of new geopolitical and geo-economic challenges,
relevant directions and mechanisms for strengthening regional unity will
be identified and recommendations will be developed to ensure effective
cooperation between the Central Asian countries in the financial sector,
cross-border trade and logistics, in solving water, energy and other
problems;

- possible scenarios for the development of economic cooperation between
the states of the region in the medium term will be proposed, and on this
basis, proposals will be developed for the creation of appropriate
multilateral organizational and legal forms of cooperation between all the
states of Central Asia;

- taking into account the national interests of Kazakhstan, a
comprehensive analysis of its role in the development of the regional unity
of the Central Asian countries as a country with the largest economy in
the region and with a large transit potential will be carried out;

- risks for Kazakhstan's participation in the EAEU will be identified,
taking into account the possible development of Central Asian
integration;

- new trends in relations between the Central Asian countries and Russia,
China will be identified and scenarios for the prospects for the
development of trade and economic relations with them will be
developed,;

- based on the analysis of international experience of regional integration,
the main indicators of regional integration will be studied with a view to
their implementation in the CA region;

- forecast estimates for the medium term will be developed and
recommendations prepared for public and private structures of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, aimed at correlating the foreign policy and foreign economic
strategy of Kazakhstan.

The goals and objectives set in the project for 2023 have been generally
achieved and correspond to the calendar plan. Summary results of the
following tasks:

Task No. 2 — a web page has been created on the FMO KazNU website, an
independent website has been created for external users in 3 languages

Task No. 3 — A methodology and indicators for evaluating recommendations
have been developed. The theoretical basis of the research is the theory of new
regionalism.

Task No. 4 — The assessment of the global competitiveness of countries was
carried out in accordance with the new GCI 4.0 methodology using 98
indicators grouped into 12 competitiveness factors




Task No. 5 — The analysis of the main economic indicators for each state of
the region was carried out. The theory of endogenous Growth is used as a
theoretical framework for the study of economic growth

Task No. 6 — It was revealed that the opportunities for joining and cooperation
in the EAEU for Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are ambiguous and
different, but important for the sustainability of national economies

Task No. 7 — The institutional aspects of deepening cooperation between the
Central Asian countries in the field of capital, labor, goods and services
markets have been studied, which is important for creating a favorable and
sustainable economic environment in the region.

Task No. 8 — Based on the study of trade and transport routes in Central Asia
within the framework of the Great Silk Road, it was revealed that Central Asia,
with its strategic location and historical significance as a crossroads of trade
routes, has the potential to strengthen regional and international ties. The
peculiarities of the logistics concept of the landlocked countries of Central
Asia are revealed

Task No. 9 — The main economic indicators of each country are considered. It
has been revealed that the creation of integrated structures related to the
extraction and processing of these resources can significantly increase the
gross value added in the region. The industries that can be considered for the
creation of innovative integrated structures within Central Asia in the form of
completed redevelopments have been identified.

Task No. 10 — The methodological foundations of the study of the conjuncture
of agricultural markets have been studied; the main trends in the modern
global market of agricultural products and recommendations for Central Asian
countries have been developed. It is revealed that it is advisable to work out
the creation of large integrated agro-industrial associations of the Central
Asian border countries

Task No.11 — Based on the 4x2 conceptual scheme for measuring financial
development developed by the World Bank and the IMF financial
development indices, the current state of the financial systems of Central
Asian countries is analyzed and opportunities for effective interaction between
them are identified.

Task No. 12 — The water and energy problems of the countries of the region
are analyzed. The need to update the legislative framework in this area has
been identified; practical mechanisms are needed; new technologies that save
water must be used; Central Asian countries need to develop a unified strategy
Task No. 13 — It has been revealed that today there is a strong discrepancy in
terms of the level of socio-economic development of the population of the
Central Asian countries, which is caused by a number of objective reasons of
both a purely economic and political nature. Recommendations have been
developed to equalize the level of socio-economic development of the
population of the Central Asian states
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